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AN 


i 


ADDRESS TO THE PUBLIC, 


ON 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 
ro (By C. B.) 


ME Education of Youth is a ſubject worthy the 
moſt ſerious attention of mankind in general, 


and of every individual in particular. The neglect 


of it, is one principal cauſe of the miſery of families, 
cities, and nations: ignorance, vice, and miſery, being 
conſtant companions. The hardeſt heart muſt melt 
at the melancholy fight of ſuch a multitude of chil- 
dren, both male and female, in this town, who live 
in groſs ignorance, infidelity, and habitual profanation 
of the Lord's day. What crowds fill the ſtreets or the 
fields, tempting each other to idleneſs, play, lewdneſs, 
and every other ſpecies of ' wickedneſs. Is it any 
wonder, we ſhould have ſo many undutiful children, 
unfaithful apprentices, and diſobedient ſervants, un- 
generous members of ſociety, and difloyal- ſubjects? 
Whence ſo much rapine, fornication, and blaſphemy ? 
Do not all theſe centre in ignorance, and contempt of 
the ſabbath-day? What then can be done to prevent 
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the growing evil? To diſpel darkneſs, check the pro- 
greſs of vice, and fave youth from impending deſtruc- 
tion? To attempt a retnedy is laudable and divine. 


Some time ago, the Clergyman of Stroud, in Glou- 
ceſterſhire, began an Inſtitution which was called a 
Sunday School, and which has been attended with 
happy conſequences. Since then, a Clergyman of 
Leeds adopted the ſame inſtitution, and others have 
followed his example, and improved his plan. 


Tue preſent ſtate of Sanday Schools at Leeds is to this 
purpoſe: The Town being divided into 7 Diviſions, 
tas in it 26 Schools, 44 or 45 Maſters, and above 


2000 Scholars, each | Maſter having about 40 under 


his care. In each School are one, two, or three 
" Maſters, according to its fize and the number of Scho- 
lars. As it is not fo euſtomary for children to play in 
a morning, and leſt too much confinement ſhould 
weary them, they enter the School at one o'clock in 
the afternoon, and are kept in till the evening comes 
on, according to the time of the year, being only 
permitted to aſk out, or go one by one. They are 
conducted by their reſpective Maſters to Church; part 
of them goes to the three Churches at three o'clock, 
the reſt to Evening Prayers at ſix o'clock, in their 
turns. They are inſtructed in reading, writing, and 
the Principles of Chriſtianity. Moſt of the Maſters, 
_ reputed pious men, ſet them uſeful copies, and 
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endeavour to impreſs their minds with things which 
concern - their everlafting peace. Towards evening is 
read a portion of ſome uſeful book, a Pſalm is ſung, 
and the whole concluded with a Form of Prayer com- 
poſed and printed for that purpoſe. The Boys and 
Girls are kept ſeparate. It is intended there ſhould 
be three or four. Inquiſitors, or Perſons whoſe office 
will be to ſpend. the afternoon (except when at places 
of Worſhip) in going to viſit from School to School, 
to take down the names of thoſe who are abſent, to 
ſeek for them in the ſtreets, or inquire for them of 
their Parents. Each Maſter has the names of his 
Scholars written, and muſt call them over twice a day, 
viz. at half paſt one, and half paſt five. 


In each Diviſion is a Treaſurer, who receives and 
FF. all the money. The money is collected by two 
perſons from houſe to houſe, in each Diviſion, and 
among the richer inhabitants, either for the year, or 
only a quarter. The Schools are hired at the prices 
of 11. tos, or 11. 1s. or 15s. per ann. The Maſters 
have 2s. or 18. 6d. per day, according to their quali- 
fications. The Charity finds books, benches, writing 


deſk, paper, pens and ink, &c. 


Five Clergymen viſit the Schools at their pleaſure, 
and ſay what they pleaſe to the Scholars; the Treaſu- 
rers, who are all ſerious men, do the ſame: others call 


in as y chuſe, to ſee that every thing is properly 
conducted. 
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conducted. The Subſcriptions have not yet amounted 
to the expence of the firſt year, which is about 2341. 
but are expected they ſoon will. The treaſurers of 
richer Diviſions aſſiſt the others with what money is 
wanted. Rules are not yet printed, nor any formal 
Truſtees appointed, as it was thought the buſineſs 
might be much better conducted in the above method; 
the Inſtitution being in its infancy, alterations may 
be expected as circumſtances may require. 


The happy ſucceſs of the above Plan has been ob- 
vieus to all who have inquired into it, and has induced 
ſeveral ingenious and worthy perſons of Mancheſter 
to adopt it, with ſome little alterations and improve- 
ments; But to carry on the execution, they moſt 
humbly ſolicit the aſſiſtance of the candid and well- 
diſpoſed Public, for which the rifing Generation will 
have reaſon to bleſs them; while truth and juſtice, 
religion and piety, may be eſtabliſhed among us, under 
the approbation of our happy Conſtitution, and the 
benediftion of Almighty God! | | 
1 Mancheſter; Auguſt 1, 1784. 


N. B. This Addreſs to the Public, being patronixed 
by the Magiftrates of Manchefter, had the defired Effet. 
of eftabliſhing Sunday Schools in that populous Town and 
N erghbour hood, 


